
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Federal Government has launched National Education Policy Framework 2018 that 
determined to enroll all Out of School Children in Islamabad Capital Territory while also 
using Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) to improve the student learning 
outcomes. Girls’ Right to Education Programme (GREP) of UNESCO Islamabad has 
supported the Government’s initiatives by having a partnership with Taaleem Foundation 
with a similar mandate of quality education, especially for girls. Taaleem Foundation 
currently implements GREP in Tarnol and Nellore sectors of ICT. 
 
I believe that interventions of UNESCO, particularly teacher training on Multi Grade 
Teaching (MGT) and Activity based Learning (ABL) coupled with provision of teaching-
learning material promote teachers for better delivery of contents and engage students 
in different interactive and group activities. The project has also provided interactive 
electronic boards with embedded online learning materials to some schools in target 
areas. Prior to actual use of the new learning devices, the project has organized some 
sessions for teachers to be familiar with features for effective facilitation in class to 
improve learning. Students were highly enthusiastic to use the technology in classroom.  
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“I am whole-heartedly grateful to UNESCO Islamabad for its 

immense support and guidance, which enables Taaleem 

Foundation to involve in improving future of the children and 

make a prosperous Pakistan.” said by Dr. Zafar Iqbal Qadir. 



GREP Improves  

Learning and Equity 
by Building National Capacity for Girls’ Right to Education  
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27,510  

Out of School Children Enrolled   

692  
Teacher Trained  

1,821  
Schools benefited  

268  
Classroom Refurnished 

165  
WASH Facilities Provided 

8   
Provinces and 21 Districts  
Implemented  
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UNESCO is expanding the GREP 

interventions to districts of Astore, 

Ghanche in Gilgit-Baltistan, district 

Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh in 

Punjab and district Swat in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa in support from Korea 

International Cooperation Agency 

(KOICA) and Italian Agency for 

Development (AICS). Work with new 

implementing partners, i.e., Social 

Youth Council of Patriots (SYCOP), 

National Rural Support Programme 

(NRSP), National Integrated 

Development Association (NIDA) 

Pakistan and current partner, Aga Khan 

Foundation (AKF), UNESCO will reach 

out to additional 358 schools in 57 

Union Councils in 4 districts in the next 

two years.  
 

Prior to initiating the field activities, 

UNESCO education team carried out a series of visits to the target areas in order to meet with local stakeholders, 

community members including education officials, parents, teachers, students, political and religious leaders, community 

members, School Management Committees (SMCs) and local influentials. In addition, the team along with the local 

partners visited different schools to get firsthand information about school physical facilities, leaning environment and 

overall school culture. These interactions helped develop a better understanding of the local environment in which the 

project implementation is taking place. SYCOP, the local implementing partner in Tehsil Ali Pur of Muzaffargarh district, 

met with community members, parents, teachers and school councils in the Tehsil and observed that communities are 

looking forward to implementation of the project soon. They expressed their willingness to extend all possible support for 

promotion of girls’ education in their area. A few excerpts of discussion with School Council in Basti Desi are as follows: 

 

“Although I am not well educated, I hope every child in my 

village enroll in school. I am here ready to serve for this 

prestigious cause” 

“We are very enthusiastic about the UNESCO’s interventions 

that it will come up with a great change to improve the 

school environment and to mobilize the community in order 

to ultimately bring the out of school children in school.” 
added by Bakhtan Mai from the village community. 
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GREP Reaches to More Districts 

Signing of Plan of Operations of KOICA Funded Project in Punjab and Gilgit 

Baltistan – GREP’s expansion 

Members of SMC discussing project interventions in        SMC 
members discussing project interventions in  

District Muzaffargarh  



Tayyaba Shah Nawaz, a 7-year old girl, has re-

joined the Government Girls’ Primary school in 

Basti Norani Union Council of Khairpur Sadaat, in 

district Muzaffargarh owing to the efforts of her 

warmhearted grandmother Ms. Kundan Khatoon. 

Tayyaba is genetically handicapped and suffering 

from “Osteogenesis imperfect” known as 

brittle bone disease. She lost her mother when 

she was only 3-year old. Since the demise of her 

mother, she has lived with her grandmother who 

proved to be a very loving caretaker of her. 

Her grandmother said that Tayyaba was a very 

creative but sensitive girl. She neither met people 

nor liked making new friends due to her illness 

and low self-esteem. She thought she was weaker 

than others were, as well as she cared what 

others might think about her. She remained quiet 

most of the time and was not able to perform well 

in the class that resultantly led her to leave school. 

She felt alone and often cried at home cursing her 

disease and life but she used to express herself 

through arts especially drawings. She always got 

motivated whenever she saw girls passing by her 

house hanging bags on their shoulders and 

heading towards the school. By noticing this, one 

day “I picked her up on my shoulders and enrolled 

her back in the school. That day I saw the tears of 

happiness in her eyes, as well belongingness and 

again.” 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon knowing that UNESCO has selected her school for interventions, Tayyaba, her grandmother and teachers become 
excited and are enthusiastic to be part of the project. Teachers are quite interested in the activity based learning 
component of the project, as they will be able to introduce interesting learning activities in the class. Tayyaba is ready to 
take part in the arts competition as she has a special interest in drawing.      

“When she started,  
she was very shy and 
quiet. But now, she is 
so happy!”  said Ms. 

Javria Umer, Tayyaba’s 
Teacher 

Grandmother Believes in Education

Little Tayyaba with her grandmother, Kundan Khatoon 
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“Non Formal Basic Education Center is our ray of hope” expressed by the parents and community members of village Kotla 

Sheikhan when they learnt that the UNESCO’s interventions will be carried out in their village. The village is situated in 

Union Council Nunari, Tehsil Ahmad Pur East, district Bahawalpur and has nearly 1,200 household with 9,000 villagers 

living an abysmal environment and hygiene condition. There is no heath facility in the village and Satluj River also makes 

the villagers difficult to access to the major towns.  Besides, there is only one school for boys in Kotla Sheikhan.  Some girls 

at early age are accepted to study at the school but those aged three and over are not culturally co-educated with boys. 

Some girls thus go to a school at Uch Bukhari, which is 7 kilometers away from the village. However, there are 300-400 

girls aged between 4 and 16 have never enrolled in schools. 

From November 2018, National Rural Support Programme 

(NRSP), which is a partner of UNESCO, has been 

implementing the project in Tehsil Ahmed Pur East District 

Bahawalpur in Punjab by supporting Non-Formal Basic 

Education (NFBE) center. In the preliminary meetings with 

the community members, they were very eager to see the 

NFBE center operationalized as quickest as possible. As of 

January 2019, NRSP is conducting a baseline assessment 

and will potentially open of NFBE center to embrace out 

of school girls in the village of Kotla Sheikhan. 
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A Ray of Hope - Non Formal Basic Education Center  
 

Fathers and community members of Village Kotla Sheikhan at community meeting 

Mothers of Village Kotla Sheikhan discussing girls’ education 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The village community of Mubarakpur in Union Council Mudh Peer Wah, Tehsil Ahmed Pur East of district Bahawalpur,  

 

 

 

 

Punjab province recently appreciated contribution made by Mumtaz Parveen, the Headmistress of Government Girls 
Primary School (GGPS) Jindo Channar No 1, for her efforts in bringing children back to the school. The school had seen a 
declining trend in enrollment because parents believe that the school is too far for their children to walk for 2-3 
kilometers. In addition to several incidents happened to children that discouraged the parents to continue sending their 
children to school.  

Given this security concern, the Headmistress mobilized 
the community and teachers to pool some resources in 
order to arrange transportation for students coming 
from long distances. The school eventually has provided 
a rickshaw service that has played a significant role in 
double increment of enrolment from 58 to 111. Now 
the teachers and villagers have another concern with 
classrooms. The school only has two classrooms already 
filled with 111 students but there are over 300 out of 
school children in area of the school.  

With the improved security in the village, the 
Headmistress and the community are looking forward 
to UNESCO’s interventions in the school vicinity, 
expanding school facilities. All concerned members 
have assured their full support to the project in bringing 

back more students and out of school children into the schools.  

 

 

Headmistress Brings Children  
Back to School 
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Ms. Mumtaz Parveen, Headmistress teaching at village Jindo Channar No 1 

Fathers and community members of Village Kotla Sheikhan at community meeting 

Government Girls Primary School Jindo Channar No 1 

Channar No 1 

Fathers and community members of Village Kotla Sheikhan at 
community meeting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

In the harsh plains of Mohmand District in Federally Administrative Tribal Areas (Ex-FATA), a small village named Ghat-

Warsak is nestled. Every morning, students dressed in their charcoal uniforms trod on the dusty roads towards their local 

schools. The principal worried because the enrolment rate has seen a decline while the dropouts has been at a rise.  

Despite having understanding of the importance of 

education, more and more parents have been discouraged 

to send their children to schools. As highlighted by Abdullah, 

“Education reduces poverty and increases economic 

growth.  It is a proven fact that an added year of education 

can increase an individual’s income by 10%. Mothers’ 

education also reduces maternal mortality rates and 

improves the survival of children. A child born to a mother 

who can read is 50% more likely to survive past age of 5.” 

The parents complain that teachers are mostly absent from 

schools. They do not want their children to stay in classroom 

without teacher. UNESCO in collaboration with its local 

implementing partner, Women Empowerment Organization 

(WEO) understood the need of a motivation session for the teachers and parents, and arranged an enrollment campaign. 

Muhammad Ali, Assistant District Education Officer of Mohamand District, Marjan Khan, President of All Primary Teachers 

Association and Javed Ali, WEO Education Officer led the session by giving inspiring speeches to motivate teachers and 

encourage parents to continue supporting their children’s education. As one of the teachers noted, “We will engage tribal 

figures, social activists, religious scholars, students, teachers and local representatives to motivate children to join classes 

and will be mobilizing the community to make the enrolment campaign successful. Education is the only way forward 

towards a progressive tribal district, and serious efforts are needed to increase the literacy rate in district Mohmand.”   

 

Students and Teachers Standing against 
Rising Illiteracy in Ex- FATA 

Girls Students of GPS Ghat-Warsak ready for an advocacy walk during the enrolment campaign 

APTA President Marjan Khan addressing the audience in the 

enrolment session at Girls Primary School Jindo Channar No 1 
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Having population of over 200 girls of primary school age, village Galgan is located in Union Council Sigayoon, Kohistan 

and Government Girls Primary School Galgan.  

The school was partially damaged by the earthquake, which took place in 2005. The school was completely demolished by 

Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) in 2006. Since the demolition, the school had never been 

re-constructed. As a result, the girls and their teachers had no alternative but sat in open area to continue their learning. 

They used v cto be in security guard house for studying or have a day off when weather was too harsh. Despite of their 

passion for learning, studying outside has led the school to see a downtrend in enrollment.  

GREP has implemented in partnership with NIDA-Pakistan 

by reactivation and sensitization of Parent-Teacher 

Committee (PTC) of the school in village of Galgan. Based on 

results of school students, teachers and principal’s needs 

identified by baseline study and sessions with PTC and 

community, GREP recently built a new classroom with floor 

carpeting, benches with cushions and other school supplies 

for these long suffering kids.  

Additionally, the projects provided trainings for teachers to 

equip with pedagogies such as Active Based Learning (ABL) 

and Multi Grade Teaching (MGT) to create student-

centered learning environment. Now, the girls have 

decorated the classrooms with what they have learnt such 

as learning charts, drawings and writings, and the school 

have seen 60% of increase in enrollment from 105 to 168 

girls.  

 

Girls Feel Better in New Classroom 
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Girls in the new classroom decorated with their works 

 

Girls studied in open area after the school building 
demolished 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

UNESCO Implementing Partners With  

1. SAIBAAN Development Organization, Mansehra, AJK   

Ph.: +92 997 440528  

Email: jawad.sahibzada@saibaan.org.pk  

2. Aga Khan Foundation, Islamabad  

Phone: +92 51-111-253-254 Ext: 143  

Email: sughra.khan@akdn.org  

3. National Integrated Development Association, Kohistan, KP 

Phone: +92 996-400327, 0345 3222288  

Email: info@nidapakistan.org  

4. Gender Empowerment Organization , Jaffarabad, Balochistan  

Phone: +92 345 8307118, +92 838 510063  

Email: salam@geo.org.pk  

5. Society for Community Strengthening and Promotion  

of Education in Balochsitan, Quetta, Balochsitan  

Ph.: +92 81 2885891 

Email: society@scspeb.org  

6. Women Empowerment Organization, Peshawar, KP  

Phone:  +92 345 530 1938   

Email: wmn.empowerment@gmail.com  

7. Bahan Beli, Karachi, Sindh 

Cell: +92 300 2019213  

Email: baanhnbelikhi@hotmail.com  

8. District Development Association Tharparkar,  

Tharparkar, Sindh   

Phone: +92 232 262166 

Email: ddat92@gmail.com  

9. Taaleem Foundation, Islamabad Capital Territory 

Tel: +92 51 2827793 

Email: hassanaziz0@gmail.com  

10. Social Youth Council of Patriots, Muzaffagarh (SYCOP), Punjab  

Tel: +92 66 2552571 

Email: sycopt@yahoo.com 

11. National Rural Support Programme, Bahawalpur (NRSP), Punjab 

Tel: +92 51 2822319 

Email: info@nrsp.org.pk 

 

 

 

Partnership with 
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